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wanted  to  make  political   capital  out  of the
troubles and increase their income at the same
time, and of these the richest naturally became
the   leader.    Therefore   the    multi-millionaire
William  " the  Silent"  appeared  as  the  chief
name in  the rebellion.    For  a long time  he
hesitated to abandon Catholicism.   But it seemed
upon the whole the card to play; for though
the   rebellion   was   not   mainly   religious   but
mainly political and  economic,  Calvinism  was
part of the driving power behind it.  Philip II,
King of Spain, to whom and to whose family
William had owed everything, outlawed William
" the Silent," and a Catholic zealot shot and
killed him in the year 1584.   It is characteristic
of the times that this assassination took place
in a convent which had been confiscated and
robbed by William's family.   You may see to
this day the marks of the bullets against the
wall by the door where he fell, in the town of
Delft.
After that the family of Orange (Nassau)
though not uninterruptedly head of the rebels
in the Netherlands remained always the typical
leaders. The second son of William " the
Silent" was a great soldier in the struggle of
the Calvinist merchants of the northern Nether-
lands against Spain, and when things settled